SPECIAL
EVENTS
Putting the fun in fundraising
Special events are excellent opportunities to
raise money, awareness, and build momentum
for United Way Winnipeg’s workplace
campaign. They’re also a great way for
workplaces to come together as a team and
work towards a united cause.
On top of raising consciousness and funds for United Way
Winnipeg, special events can be a ton of fun and boost
morale, infusing your workplace with energy and enthusiasm.
Staff come together in a spirit of cooperation and respect
to share their interests and talents and create a stronger
community together.
There are all kinds of innovative team-building events you can
organize for your United Way Winnipeg workplace campaign.

Here are some examples of successful and cost-effective
special events that your workplace will love.

Peer-to-Peer
Many of us have helped friends and family
when they’ve asked us to support a cause
that’s important to them. Now you can do
the same!
Peer-to-peer events can attract many new donors
to your workplace’s activities, help you engage
groups beyond your workplace (like vendors,
partners, friends, family, neighbours), and build
public awareness of your organization’s community
involvement.
Donating Online
Connect your social network and workplace
fundraiser through United Way Winnipeg’s
customizable online peer-to-peer fundraising
pages.
Dream up your own fundraising event or adapt
an existing concept. It’s an excellent way to show
the people in your life how they can help make a
difference, too.
Many games and events are a perfect fundraising
fit for United Way Winnipeg’s free peer-to-peer
fundraising software.
We can help you set up your donation page to
collect donations for any of your fundraising events.
Ask your Sponsored Executive for details or email
events@unitedwaywinnipeg.ca
Best of all, whether you win or lose, our community
wins every time!

What is “Peer-to-peer”?

It’s fundraising by
asking your
family, friends an
d co-workers to
“sponsor” you w
ith a donation!

Let the Games Begin
Healthy competition at its best! Challenge the folks in your workplace
to get into the spirit of things with these fun games and activities:
Bingo Bowling*
Be the first to yell BINGO! Enjoy a
fun night of Bingo Bowling with your
colleagues. Ticket prices can include
the cost of the lane, maybe some
pizza, with the remainder going to
United Way Winnipeg.
Carnival/Mardi Gras
Pay to play! Host a variety of games
with proceeds going to United Way
Winnipeg.
Crossword Puzzle
Build awareness with a customized
crossword puzzle, featuring clues
and answers from United Way
Winnipeg’s website. The first staff
member to answer all the questions
correctly gets a prize.
Office Olympics or Mini Golf
It’s fun of Olympic proportions!
Bring your A game to the lunch
hour and promote some healthy
competition among departments.
Charge a flat fee per team with
proceeds to United Way Winnipeg.

Hint!

To really get the
competition go
ing, try
playing departm
ent
versus departm
ent!

Piggy Bank Challenge
Is your piggy the prettiest? Does your
piggy really bring home the bacon?
Invite staff to decorate a piggy bank
and award a prize for best-dressed
piggy bank or the piggy with the
most dollars. Staff can drop off
their change from their piggy banks
during the campaign. Staff can also
keep collection jars and collect
donations throughout the year.
Scavenger Hunt/Amazing Race*
It’s a race to the finish! Schedule
the noon hour or a few hours to
build team spirit around the office
and encourage inter-departmental
competition. And if getting out
of the office is a challenge, try an
online scavenger hunt (you can use
United Way Winnipeg’s website or
Community Investment Guide, or
agency partners’ websites for clues).
Spelling Bee
How do you spell “community?”
Staff can take on management using
some of United Way Winnipeg’s
favourite words (messaging from
the website, agency names, etc.) to
create awareness and promote team
spirit!

Talent Show/Karaoke
Don’t keep your talent or your
golden voice to yourself! Compete
for the title of “Workplace Idol.”
Executives or local celebrities can be
guest judges.
Ugly Sweater Day/Ugly Tie Day
Just how ugly is it? Bring it to work
and let staff decide and vote. For $2,
staff can sport something ugly and
participate in the contest. The winner
gets half and United Way Winnipeg
gets the other half.
Video Game Tournament
Calling all gamers! Individuals or
teams can get together and play
video games like Guitar Hero and
Rock Band. Feel free to dress the
part!
*A great peer-to-peer campaign
fundraiser!

Leading by example
When staff see senior management getting behind a workplace
campaign, they want to get involved, too.
Here are some popular and effective ways to bring staff together
(and let them have some fun with leaders!):
BBQ Lunch or Breakfast
Tell the boss to wear an
apron over that suit! Kick
off your campaign with a
breakfast or lunch prepared
or served by your Executive
Chefs.
Lip Sync Challenge
Can’t carry a tune? Not a
problem! At the Lip Sync
Challenge, you only have to
look like you can! Staff and
leaders can compete for the
title of Best Performance.

Dunk Tank
Ready, aim, dunk! For a
small fee, staff can send
their favourite executive for
a refreshing dip in the dunk
tank. Tip: you can rent a
dunk tank from a local party
supplier.
Pie Throwing Competition
Staff can throw a pie in the
face of leaders for a great
cause. Trust us, it doesn’t
hurt and might even be
delicious.

Prizes, Prizes, Prizes
A little incentive goes a long way! Motivate staff to participate in
United Way Winnipeg’s workplace campaign with unique prizes.
Day Off with Pay
Enter for your chance to win additional vacation days.
Executive Parking
Get primo parking nice and close to your workplace.
Lunch with the CEO
Break bread with the CEO and get to know each other a little better.

Shoe Shine
Who doesn’t like shiny shoes,
especially when you don’t
have to do it yourself? For a
small donation, executives
can shine your shoes (just
don’t tell them if they miss a
spot!).

Recipe for Success
Leave your lunch box at home and treat yourself and your colleagues to
something tasty for a great cause.
Coffee Cart
The only thing better than coffee and a
donut is coffee and a donut that come to
you! An Executive or Ambassador can hand
out free coffee and/or snacks and distribute
brochures. The Coffee Cart is especially
popular in workplaces where staff can’t
easily leave their desks. Have a tip jar, or a
donation box on the cart.

Potluck Lunch
Is there a chef among you? Discover your co-workers’
favourite dishes and share a nice meal, plus pay a
reduced cost at the door if you bring a dish.
Chili Cook-off
Beans or no beans? Beef or turkey? Or vegetarian?
Co-workers can compete for bragging rights for the
best chili recipe. Charge a small fee per bowl and
include buns for a hearty lunch.

Pizza Night
Sometimes the folks working the midnight
shift miss out on events that happen during
regular business hours. Show them how
much you appreciate them with free pizza.
You can also invite a Speakers Bureau
Speaker to attend and raise awareness (yes,
even at 2 a.m.!).

Dress for Success
Supporting United Way Winnipeg is always in style!
Casual/Jeans Days
Take a break from your company dress code for United Way
Winnipeg. Charge $1 to $2 for staff to wear jeans on Friday
or make it free if they’ve made their donation. “I’m dressed
this way for United Way” stickers can be used to identify
participants. A popular option is to have staff don their
favourite team jersey, which they can sport for a nominal fee.
Some workplaces even do this year-round!
Dress-Up Days
Nothing says “we’re all on the same team” like a workplace
all dressed up in support of a certain theme. Encourage staff
to wear United Way Winnipeg “red”. It’s a lot of fun and
looks great on social media!
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And Now for Something
Completely Different
There are all kinds of unique and meaningful opportunities to
show your support. Here are a just few ways to have fun and
feel great:
Time, Talent or Treasure (Silent or Live Auction)
Have a special talent? Some time to spare? A treasure to share? We’ve
all got something we can contribute! The Time, Talent, or Treasure
Auction (or Triple T Auction) is a fantastic way to put what staff have to
offer to great use.
An auction can either be silent, where staff make their bid on paper, or
live, where a guest auctioneer gets everyone to bid and try to outbid
each other.
Bake/Book Sale
Love baking? Love reading? Or maybe both! Staff can bring in
something delicious and/or a book from their shelves for a one-day sale
with proceeds to United Way Winnipeg.
Yoga/Meditation
Take some time for personal wellness while supporting United
Way Winnipeg. Bring in a wellness expert to lead staff through a
lunchtime yoga or meditation session and collect a small fee at the
door.
Paint Night
Paint with purpose and use your creativity for a great cause. Organize
a paint night to bring co-workers together for a fun event, plus they
can take home their original work of art to remember the evening.
Charge a fee to partially cover the cost of the materials, with the
remainder going to United Way Winnipeg.
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